سالم
من
هاج

SALAM PROJECT
Presenting Islam to the people of Sweden

Meeting the spiritual needs of new Muslims
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Promoting Islamic art and culture in the West
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What
The Salam Project is a

is the Salam Project?

unique approach to the presentation

and promotion of Islam in Sweden, a country at the very forefront of the
modern secularised Western world.
At the heart of the Salam Project lies the Quranic and Prophetic
injunction of guiding

one’s own community first. All of the

prophets of God were sent to their own peoples. Similarly, whenever
a companion entered into the fold of Islam, the first thing the Prophet
would do was to send them back to their own tribe, community or
people to convey the message.
In the spirirt of reviving this prophetic tradition, the Salam Project
aims to present

Islam to the West in a way that makes it

understandable and approachable to the Western mind.
The Salam Project also aims to meet

the spiritual needs of

Swedish Muslims. It is our duty to take care of and strengthen those
who come into Islam, in order to ensure that they remain in the faith,
and develop and strengthen their practice, their faith and their relation
with Allah.
The Salam Project strives to increase the understanding of Islam in
Swedish society, by promoting

Islamic art and culture

in Sweden and giving people a positive experience of Islam to counter
negative associations.
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Why

is the Salam Project needed?

When people in the West today hear the word ”Islam” a whole range
of inaccurate

information and bad stereotypes immediately

spring to mind. This presents a great obstacle for people wanting to find
out more about Islam.
We feel that we owe

it to our community to give them

a chance to acquire a genuine understanding of Islam without being
pushed away by the negative associations they have experienced
through the media, or from interactions with the Muslim community.
Most Islamic organisations and institutes in the West today are primarily
concerned with the benefit and affairs of the Muslim community. While
this in itself is a worthy cause, it is not necessarily the same thing as

serving the cause of Islam in the society where one lives.
An entirely different approach is needed.
For many people, it is not easy to enter a mosque or approach an
Islamic organisation as the first contact with Islam, hence there is a
need for an interface or meeting

place where people in a relaxed

atmosphere can acquaint themselves with the reality of Islam.
Too often when people present Islam, the focus is on social, political
and outward aspects. While these are all important parts of our faith,
they do not convey the bigger picture. We believe there is an urgent
need of presenting

Islam as a holistic religion, a living

faith, a complete way of life.
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How

does the Salam Project work?

Presenting Islam to the people of Sweden
•

Courses on Islam and Muslim culture for professionals

•

Visits to talk about Islam at schools and colleges

•

Representing Islam in local and national media

•

Receiving individuals and groups at the mosque

•

Public lectures, seminars and conferences

•

Advising organizations and authorities on Islamic issues

Meeting the spiritual needs of new Muslims
•

Taking care of and assisting new Muslims

•

Teaching and training in the basics of Islam

•

Mentoring and counselling programme

•

Summer camps and weekend retreats

•

Regular gatherings and study circles

Promoting Islamic art and culture
•

Events, exhibitions and cultural workshops

•

Encouraging Swedish Islamic literature and visual arts

•

Intercultural exchange and dialogue

•

Contributing to and serving the wider community
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Who

is behind the Salam Project?

The unique approach and successful methods of the Salam Project
have been developed by native

Swedish Muslims, who

combine good knowledge about their religion and who also genuinely
understand the culture and spiritual condition of Sweden today. More
than anyone else, such individuals can reach out to their society with
the message of Islam, through a genuine

heartfelt concern

for the salvation of their fellow countrymen.

Mohammad Muslim Eneborg
is a Swedish Muslim scholar based in
Stockholm. After converting to Islam in 1980,
he spent several years travelling around the
Muslim world before completing his Islamic
studies in England in 1989. He currently works
as imam at Masjid Aysha in Stockholm, and
teaches at a Muslim adult education college.
He is often called to interculutral dialogues and
to represent Islam in the Swedish media.

Max Abdussalam Dahlstrand
became Muslim in 1994 at the age of 23. After
finishing his Architecture degree in the US, he
worked on several mosque projects in Sweden
and was active in the Swedish Muslim Youth
association. He later founded Sidratul Muntaha
together with Mohammad Muslim, to which he
now dedicates most of his free time, reaching
out to people daily. He also manages a health
care company for people with disabilities.
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Sweden

– a brief overview

Despite traditionally being considered a Christian country, Sweden is
often mentioned as the most

secularised nation in the world.

In a country where believers of any kind are seen as breaking the norm,
roughly 5% of the total population are of Muslim background.
As a religion that largely made its way to the country by way of recent
immigration, the Muslim

presence is not very well established.

There are not many functioning institutions or madrasas, and only a few
purpose built mosques throughout the whole country.
There is a growing need to present Islam in a positive light to the
Swedish public. Most people in Sweden receive their information about
Islam entirely through the mainstream

media, where Islam is

stereotypically shown in a negative light. In spite of this, most people
respond positively when presented with a balanced and genuine image
of Islam.
During seminars and theme days at schools, as well school visits to
mosques, we are constantly surprised by the positive

reactions

and enthusiasm of these young people who are prepared to see past
stereotypes and misconceptions and really want to develop a more indepth and accurate understanding of Islam.
There is an urgent need for promoting
channels of engagement.

Islam through various
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Sidratul
Muntaha
– our achievements so far
The Sidratul Muntaha organisation was founded by a group of Swedish
Muslims in 2003 with the goal of promoting a

positive image of

Islam in Sweden.
Since then we have lectured to tens of thousands of students in

schools, colleges and universities, and received
hundreds of school classes at the mosque.
We have held well over a hundred full

day courses educating

thousands of non-Muslim professionals all around Sweden about Islam
and Muslim culture.
We have also delivered a large amount of seminars and workshops,

inter-religious dialogues, integration projects, camps for
new Muslims, weekly gatherings, counselling sessions and many other
activities.
Through our work, we have become established and recognised in
Sweden as a well

respected organisation, with many

influential contacts, including both national and local authorities, the
press, churches and other religious organisations, embassies etc.
Our activities have received much

positive coverage in the

media including national television, radio and newspapers.
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The next step

– establishing the Salam Foundation
Until now we have been able to keep our activities running through

voluntary work in our free time.
However, in order to expand further and properly realise our vision, we
are in

need of more resources. In the present situation, we

are no longer able to fully dedicate our time and effort into our activities
as much as needed.
Therefore, we seek your

support and advice on how to fund

our activities in the future. Firstly to cover our current costs, primarily
salaries to be able to carry on our work full time. We also need funds for
litterature, seminars, camps, exhibitions and other activities.
In the future we will also need to employ

more course leaders

to present Islam around the country, and administrators to organise
events and activities.
For the next step, we are in need of further resources in order to
purchase, furnish and maintain a suitable location for the centre. We
firmly believe that this would

fill a large void in the current

landscape of Islam in Sweden, and Swedish society in general.
The idea is specifically not to build another mosque, but rather to
launch an entirely new

concept for dawah in Sweden.
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Salam Center
– visions for the future

In the future, we aim to establish a permanent centre to cater for our
new Muslim brothers and sisters, establish a bureau and resource
centre for information and support, and most importantly we hope to

create an open environment – a drop-in centre where both
Muslims and others can gain traditional Islamic knowledge, partake in
Muslim cultural activities and receive accurate information about Islam.
For many people – including some Muslims – it is not always easy to
approach a mosque when looking to find information and to experience
the practical

and spiritual dimensions of Islam.

That is why we want to create a place that has a lower threshold, a
more welcoming

atmosphere, where people can come as

they are and in a comfortable environment have access to Islamic
knowledge and meet knowledgeable people who can present Islam,
answer their questions and show them, through practical experience,
how people live Islam.
In the longer term, we envisage a book café, a library, exhibition spaces
and dedicated areas for seminars, workshops and cultural activities. In
brief, a

Muslim cultural center, strategically situated in the

heart of Sweden’s capital city, Stockholm.
Our hope is that the new Salam Center will function as a hub for places
of Islamic

propagation and support all over Europe.
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SALAM PROJECT
Contact info
Mohammad Muslim Eneborg
E-mail: m.muslim@salam.se
Phone: +46-707 900 786
Max Abdussalam Dahlstrand
E-mail: max.dahlstrand@salam.se
Phone: +46-704 53 40 72
Address:
The Salam Project
Box 45101
104 30 Stockholm, Sweden

Bank details
Bank name:
Skandinaviska Enskilda
Banken (SEB)
Bank address:
SEB, Sergels Torg 2,
106 40 Stockholm, Sweden
Account details:
Account name: Sidratul Muntaha
Account number: 5201-1158850
IBAN: SE3550000000052011158850
SWIFT (BIC): ESSESESS
www.salam.se

